
   
 

AMERICA250PA ANNOUNCES ITS PENNSYLVANIA DAY INITIATIVE FOR 250TH ANNIVERSARY IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH FEEDING PENNSYLVANIA  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
PENNSYLVANIA, July 20, 2020 – The Pennsylvania Commission for the United States Semiquincentennial 
(America250PA) was established by the legislature and Governor in 2018 to plan, encourage, develop, and 
coordinate the commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the founding of the United States, Pennsylvania's 
integral role in that event, and the impact of its people on the nation's past, present, and future. The 
Commission is made up of current and past Pennsylvania leaders, celebrating the rich history and diversity of 
the state. 
 
America250PA hopes to engage all citizens of the Commonwealth, from each of its 67 counties, to participate 
in creating a statewide celebration and bringing the Commonwealth's history into the conversation. Together, 
we hope that as Pennsylvanians, we can better understand the origins and multiple perspectives of issues 
facing our Commonwealth and nation today. The Commission's ability to communicate its vision, engage 
various audiences, and encourage inclusive and cohesive participation is key to a successful America250PA. 
The visionary framework – especially our E.P.I.C. theme of Educate, Preserve, Innovate, and Celebrate, 
contains the essential messaging to bring the Semiquincentennial to life across the Commonwealth. 
 
As part of that mission, America250PA will officially add National Pennsylvania Day to its annual calendar. To 
celebrate we will be designating JULY 20TH as our volunteer/give back component of the A250PA initiative. 
We hope to grow this volunteer effort each year leading up to and including 2026.  America250PA recognizes 
the impact volunteerism has on our communities and we are committed to encourage every resident to 
participate in "Pennsylvanians helping Pennsylvanians" 
 
“America250PA is a historic initiative that celebrates our Commonwealth’s vibrant past and brings together 
our communities and leaders to make an even brighter future. Volunteerism, neighbors helping neighbors, 
Pennsylvanians helping Pennsylvanians is exactly how our Commonwealth and our communities have 
thrived, “ said Cassandra Coleman, Executive Director of America250PA. “We hope that Pennsylvania Day 
will inspire involvement from residents of all ages to lend a helping hand when they have it. This year, what 
better organization to support than Feeding Pennsylvania, an organization that has been instrumental 
this last year to ensure millions of Pennsylvanians have access to food during the pandemic. It is only fitting 
that we now answer their call for assistance in keeping those boxes stocked for our neighbors still in need.” 
 
This year our partner organization is FEEDING PA. Feeding Pennsylvania is the statewide association of nine 
Feeding America affiliated food banks. Their nine member food banks span across all 67 counties and serve 
nearly 2 million people annually by distributing more than 164 million pounds of food to their 3,000 partner 
agencies and feeding programs. Feeding Pennsylvania offers a forum for their food banks to work 
collaboratively through the sharing of best practices and resources, state and federal advocacy efforts, food 
and fundraising, programing, disaster response – all while providing a united voice around issues of hunger 
and food insecurity.  



 

“Feeding Pennsylvania is thrilled to be a part of the first annual National Pennsylvania Day in partnership 
with America250 PA,” said Jane Clements, Chief Executive Officer of Feeding Pennsylvania. “This past year 
was unlike anything we've ever seen before. As a result of the covid-19 pandemic, millions of 
Pennsylvanians faced hunger for the first time – many who have never needed food assistance before. The 
initiative of America250 PA will help highlight the continued generosity of those in our community who 
have supported us through these unprecedented times. We are so thankful for this partnership as we 
continue to work toward ensuring that every family in Pennsylvania has access to healthy, nutritious food.” 
 
“We're so excited to be a host site for volunteering on National Pennsylvania Day. Through volunteers and 
donors, we’ve seen the amazing things that can happen when Pennsylvanians help Pennsylvanians to put 
food on the table. The need for food assistance in southwestern Pennsylvania is still higher than it was 
before the pandemic, and we’re grateful for the opportunity to be a partner in this celebration of 
Pennsylvania’s history,” said Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank President and CEO Lisa Scales.  
 
America250PA’s goal is a lofty one, to enlist a minimum of 250 Pennsylvanians each year to volunteer across 
the Commonwealth and build National Pennsylvania Day into the largest volunteer effort in the nation.  Please 
#JOINUS as we continue to make history! 
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  
Cassandra Coleman 
Executive Director, America250PA 
Info@America250PA.org 
 
Christa Johnson 
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank 
cjohnson@pittsburghfoodbank.org  
 
 

mailto:Info@America250PA.org
mailto:cjohnson@pittsburghfoodbank.org

